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TAGS: UNEP, PINT, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN CANDIDACY FOR UNEP EXECUTIVE DIRECTORSHIP 
REF: A) USUN 1869 B) SEIFMAN-TREVITHICK TELECON JULY 7 

1 . TEXT OF AUSTRALIAN NOTE, RECEIVED BY USUN JULY 12, 

IS SET FORTH BELOW AS PARA 2. RESPONDING TO PRIOR 
AUSTRALIAN QUERIES CONCERNING U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
MCMICHAEL'S CANDIDACY, PER REF B, MISOFF INDICATED U.S. 

POSITION HAD NOT CHANGED, I.E. U.S. NOT ABLE TO 
SUPPORT MCMICHAEL AT THIS TIME. NEXT WESTERN EUROPEAN 
AND OTHERS GROUP MEETING IN NEW YORK SCHEDULED FOR 
JULY 15. WOULD APPRECIATE PROMPT GUIDANCE. 

2. QUOTE: 
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UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS HIS COMPLIMENTS TO THE PERMANENT 
REPRESENTATIVE OF STATES MEMBERS OF THE WESTERN EUROPEAN 
AND OTHERS GROUP AND HAS THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE 
ELECTION OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ENVIRONMENT PROGRAMME WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE THIRTY- 
FIRST SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT AT THE WEO GROUP MEETING 
ON 30 JANUARY, 1976, AUSTRALIA PROPOSED THE CANDIDATURE OF 
DR. D.F. MCMICHAEL FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORSHIP. AT 
THAT TIME AUSTRALIA REQUESTED THE GROUP TO ENDORSE A CANDIDATE 
FOR THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTORSHIP AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE. 

ON 17 MARCH THE WEO GROUP DETERMINED THAT THE CHAIRMAN SHOULD 
MAKE A DEMARCHE TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL IMFORMING HIM THAT 
THE GROUP HAD AN INTEREST IN FILLING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR- 
SHIP. IN DUE COURSE A DEMARCHE WAS MADE TO THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL WHO NOTED THE GROUP S INTEREST. 

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT THE CHANCES 
FOR A MEMBER OF THE WEO GROUP TO OBTAIN THE POST ARE STILL 
STRONG AND THAT THEY WILL BE ENHANCED IF MEMBERS OF THE 
GROUP CAN LEND THEIR SUPPORT TO A SINGLE CANDIDATE. THE 
AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT FIRMLY BELIVES THAT DR. D.F. MCMICHALE 
IS THE STRONGEST KNOWN CANDIDATE FOR THEPOSITION AND HOPES 
THE WEO GROUP WILL BE IN A POSITION TO ENDORSE HIM AT THE 
NEXT WEO GROUP MEETING. 

THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT WHILE CONTINUING TO BELIEVE 
THAT INTERESTS OF THE GROUP WILL BEST BE SERVED BY THE ENDORSE- 
MENT OF A CANDIDATE, IS NONETHELESS AVAILING ITSELF OF THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO APPRAISE INTERESTED MEMBERS IN OTHER GROUPS 
OF DR. MCMICHAEL'S CANDIDATURE. 

NEW YORK, 7 JULY, 1976. UNQUOTE 
SCRANTON 
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